
Vinyl Graphics Removal 

 
This document will outline the procedures to remove vinyl graphics from a vehicle.   

 

Heating the Surface 
 

Vinyl graphics are easier to remove if the surfaces they are applied on are heated up.  

What you want to do is heat the surface of the vehicle around the vinyl graphics until it is 

hot to the touch.  There are a few methods you can use to do this: 

 

 Sunlight – If you’re in an area where it gets quite warm, you can leave the vehicle 

exposed to sunlight and that will heat up the surface of the vehicle 

 Hair Dryer – You can use a hair dryer.  This might not be the preferred method, as 

it will take quite a while.  It will work in a pinch, though. 

 Heat Gun – If you have access to a heat gun that is used for wall papering or 

heating up frozen pipes, these work well. 

 Propane Torch – This is a very effective means.  Keep the torch moving, and 

don’t get the flame too close.  You want to avoid scorching the paint job.   

 

Peel an Edge 
 

You will want to lift an edge of the vinyl lettering with your fingernail.  You should NOT 

use a razor blade as it will scratch the paint job on the vehicle.  Pull the vinyl off with 

your fingers once an edge is lifted.  If there are places that are difficult, an old credit card 

can be used to help lift an edge. 

 

Remove Leftover Adhesive 
 

There may be some adhesive/glue left over on the vehicle once you remove the graphics.  

This can be removed using a solution of one of the following: 

 

 Paint Thinner 

 Isopropyl Alcohol 

 Denatured Alcohol 

 Commercial Adhesive Remover, such as Goo Gone or Big Orange 

  

Test the solution on an inconspicuous area to ensure that there will be no damage to the 

paint on the vehicle. 

 

Contacts 
 

If you have any questions or problems, please call Tom Ewing at 585-924-8370. 


